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Chairôs Introduction ï Adrian Roper 
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I became Chair of Learning Disability Wales in 2009 and I have to say it was 

a pretty scary situation. Staff changes, funding threats, uncertain priorities, 

and lots of projects struggling to keep going, or even get off the ground. Two 

years later and of course we still face funding uncertainties. But in every 

other respect Learning Disability Walesôs situation has been completely and 

positively turned around. 

 

A stable staff team with clear new roles and responsibilities are positively 

buzzing with ñcan doò energy and purpose.  All sorts of exciting project 

applications have been successful. A focused strategy is in place with clear 

aims and outcomes both for Learning Disability Wales and its members. 

Whether itôs waving the flag for children and young people, or getting behind 

All Wales People Firstôs Manifesto, or quietly building bridges with autism 

organisations, Learning Disability Wales is out there, doing vital work, and 

doing it wonderfully well. 

 

My thanks and respect, first and foremost, go to Jim and all the staff team. 

But I must thank my fellow trustees too. Their skills, experience, principles 

and wisdom have been a joy.   

Adrian Roper, Chief 

Executive of Cartrefi Cymru 

and Chair of Learning 

Disability Wales 



Directorôs Report 
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Jim Crowe, Director of 

Learning Disability Wales 

Over the last year we have done a lot behind the scenes to improve the 
way we are organised and our funding so that we can better help our 
members. By the end of the year this had begun to make a real 
difference. We: 
 
Å changed the staff structure and created manager posts so that the 

range of services we provide could be better directed  
 

Å invested in new computers and software so that we could work 
more efficiently 

 

Å made successful bids in collaboration with partners to run two really 
exciting projects that will directly benefit young people, adults with a 
learning disability and their families, and began work on them 

 

Å continued on an almost daily basis to analyse and circulate a huge 
amount of important information 

 

Å continued to represent the concerns of our members to government 
and other public agencies. 

 
Read on to find out more! 
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Our mission is to: 

 óCreate a Wales that values and 

includes every child and adult 

with a learning disabilityô 

We  

 

Åwork in partnership with other organisations, 

people with learning disabilities, service users and  

   their parents/carers  

 

Åcampaign to help children and adults with 

learning disabilities achieve valued lives  

 

Åsupport the voluntary sector and its interests  

 

Åprovide and promote good practice 
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1. Reducing injustice, discrimination and prejudice 

 

2. Increasing active and meaningful participation in all areas 
of life  

 

3. Getting people who make policy to be committed to rights  

 

4. Making sure that services are of best quality and there is 
more choice 

 

5. Making sure we manage our organisation well and are 
good at what we do 

Our aims  
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We work to improve the lives 

of children and adults with a 

learning disability by: 
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Children, autism, hate crime, abuse, advocacy, mental health 

and workforce. These are some of the areas we have worked 

with members to influence policy makers to improve the lives of 

children and adults with learning disabilities in Wales. 

Influencing Policy and Campaigning 
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Improving access to mental health 

services for young people 

We are members of a policy group to ensure that the 

CAMHS teams and the mental health measure better 

meets the needs of young people with a learning 

disability and mental health needs.  

Care Council new 

qualification framework 

We have contributed to: 
 

Å the development of the new framework 

and accreditation of all qualifications 
 

Å consultation on the priorities for workforce 

development 
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Social Care South East Wales Regional 

Partnership 

We chair this partnership to improve the recruitment, 

training and quality of social care staff.  

 

Children and adults with autism and 

learning disability  

We took part in Welsh Governmentôs ASD task and 

finish groups on employment and further/higher 

education. We have also chaired two meetings on 

criminal justice.  

 

Family First Fund  

We offered advice on the design of the fund and 

proposed dedicated money for children with 

disabilities 
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Disability hate crime 
We:  

Å worked with other organisations and the 
Welsh Police to produce an action plan to 
tackle disability hate crime.  

Å represented Welsh interests on the UK  
advisory group, Equality and Human Rights 
Commissionôs inquiry on disability related 
harassment.  

Å wrote a lead article in our magazine on raising 
awareness and good practice 

Å took part in new Disability Hate Crime Action 
Group Cymru 

Policy for the protection of 

vulnerable adults 

We helped produce a Welsh Government report to 

review safeguards for adults and have secured a 

commitment to legislation.  
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Advocacy 

Å Held a meeting with advocacy organisations to 
discuss impact of cuts and ending of advocacy 
grant scheme 

Å Helped All Wales People First in their work 
producing a manifesto for the elections in May 
2010 

Representing our memberôs views 

We responded to the following consultations: 

Å Law Commissionôs Adult Social Care 

Å Inquiry into Access to Transport by Disabled 
People  

Å Disability Living Allowance Reform 
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Campaigning for better lives for children and young 

people with learning disabilities 

The Disabled Children Matter Wales campaign (DCMW) 

had a busy year. 

 

After being on the campaign trail for two and a half years 

the campaign decided to focus on key priorities to gain 

maximum positive impact for disabled children: 
 

 

Å Short breaks 

Å Post-16 education 

Å Changing Places Facilities 

Å Things to do / places to go 

Å Wheelchair services 

Å Pre school play 

Å Child care 

Å Having enough money to live on 
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The campaign and partners had some success: 

  

Å Short breaks will become a statutory requirement 

within Local Authorities.  

 

Å Changing Places facilities have increased 

throughout Wales  

 

Å A review into wheelchair services took place and 

recommendations from the Health Minister have 

been made.  

 

Also : 

 

Å A report from the Bevan Foundation has begun 

making an impact on play provision 

 

Campaigning for better lives for children and young people 

with learning disabilities 
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Information 

We gather information from many sources to ensure our members are 

up-to-date with news, policy, events, debate, resources and good 

practice. We want to help our members grow and improve in their 

lives, to network, to lobby, and to have a voice.  

óInformation is knowledgeéknowledge is powerô!  
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Llais is our quarterly magazine. Itôs great at facilitating 

debate, highlighting good practice and presenting the latest 

thinking from a wide variety of sources. Weôre always 

looking for articles from new writers, so if you have a 

burning issue then get in touch! 
 

This year Llais featured articles on: Sex and relationships, 

Assistive technology, Social enterprise, Disability hate crime, Being 

a parent, Citizen directed support, Public sector cuts, A parents view 

of the Mental Capacity Act, All Wales People First manifesto, and 

many more! 

 

 

  
Llais Update is our monthly newsletter. It features up-to-date 

news and information on new legislation, training and events, 

funding and resources. 
 

In 2010-11 this included news on: Welsh Government promises on 

transition, End of the Advocacy Grant Scheme, Review of adult 

protection, New guide to transition, Learning disability and the criminal 

justice system, Proposals to scrap Disability Living Allowance, New 

learning disability learning and information network, Wales and the United 

Nations Convention on Rights of People with Disabilities.  
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 Information Enquiries 
 

 Members of Learning Disability Wales can use our Information 
Enquiry Service to help with issues that are affecting them. We helped 
with 110 enquiries on: 

 Assessments, Legal advice, Mentoring, Dating, Funding, Transition, Court of 
Protection, Sport, Participation, Citizen directed support, Autism, Epilepsy, 
Statistics, Social opportunities, Work experience, Getting a job, Producing 

Easy Read information. 
 

  Individual: 4 Voluntary: 36  Parent: 24   

 Statutory: 19  Student: 10 Other:  17  
   

 E-news ï Email news bulletin service 
 

 Our E-news service ensures members are always up-to-date with new 
and important information as it happens. In 2010-11 we sent out 74 

news bulletins on:  

 Welfare Reform Bill, Disability employment programme, Domestic Abuse of 
Disabled Women in Wales research survey, Census 2011, All Wales Hate 
Crime Research Project, Closure of Independent Living Fund, Channel 4 
news request, New consultations and consultation events, Disability hustings, 

Comprehensive spending review. 
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Website 

Website regularly updated with news, policy and consultations, 

events, training and jobs. 

Further development of website carried out, including new pages 

on ImPaCT in Europe (Person Centred Technology project) 

employment conference in Cardiff, and resources and 

information on money for our 2010 Annual Conference. 

Producing information in Easy Read 

Our Accessible Information Service translates everything from 

consultation documents to conference material into an Easy Read 

format for people with learning disabilities. 
 

This year our work included: Domestic Abuse of Disabled Women in 

Wales Research Survey, Manifesto for Independent Living, Hate crime 

conference materials (Disability Wales); A guide for families of children and 

young people with Autism,  A guide for staff who give support to people with 

autism and their families (Welsh Government). 
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We provided a range of opportunities for over 1400 people across Wales 
to learn and share.  Our events showcase examples and ideas that can 
be put into practice, highlight services that promote independence and 
rights, and help develop peopleôs skills to make a real difference. 

Training and Events 
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